
RAEFORD & HOKE COUNTY N.C.

If it happened it’s news to us
$1

Wednesday,  April 8, 2020No. 6  Vol. 115

‘Life has changed’

Group sets up in Raeford Civic Center to feed families

News-Journal launches fund drive 
to sustain coverage during pandemic

Hoke, with 12 cases, 
in solid epidemic, 
gets ‘D’ for social 
distancing data says

Hoke doctor urges everyone to obey Governor’s orders

Soup kitchen
adjusts for 
Hoke’s hungry

BY CATHARIN SHEPARD

Staff writer

Life in Hoke County isn’t the same today 
as it was just a month ago, all because of 
the coronavirus, Dr. Karen Smith said.

“Our life has changed,” she said.
As a longtime primary care physician 

and medical director for the Hoke County 
Health Department, Smith is hearing from 

her patients and other medical providers 
how the outbreak is affecting people.

Telling most of the population to stay 
at home and banning large gatherings are 
just a few of the things elected offi cials 
have tried to slow the spread of the illness. 
However, asking an entire population to 
change its behavior is not easy. The changes 
in people’s daily lives are causing diffi cul-
ties for some families.

With schools closed and many people ei-
ther working from home or left unemployed 
due to layoffs, families who aren’t used to 
spending large amounts of time together 
are suddenly at home together around the 
clock. 

Combined with anxiety over COVID-19, 
it can put a strain even on happy families. 
Doctors are starting to see “a deterioration” 
of people’s mental and emotional health, 

and an increase in domestic violence, Smith 
said. Financial stress makes the problem 
even worse.

“Here it is the second or third of the 
month and people are worried about how 
do I pay my mortgage by the seventh, how 
do I pay my credit cards,” Smith said.

Doctors are also seeing people with un-
derlying issues like depression and anxiety 

(See LIFE HAS CHANGED, page 5)

Other Stuff
BY KEN MACDONALD

To the list that includes pour your own drive-
way, and bake a tres leches cake—the list of 
things you shouldn’t try yourself—add cut your 
own hair.

Now admittedly, some of us have less to lose 
than others, but one can argue that when you 
have less, the stakes are more. Anyway, hun-
kered down in this stay-at-home thing, I tried it. 
Let’s just say I’m glad I don’t have to look at it. 
It brought back memories of a young person I 
know, and will decline to name, who when 

(See OTHER STUFF, page 5)

For The News-Journal’s ongoing local COVID-19 coverage go to hokenews.com

BY CATHARIN SHEPARD

Staff writer

A nonprofi t organization from Cumberland 
County has stepped in to help Hoke families 
suffering hard times receive groceries during 
the coronavirus emergency.

Noonday Kitchen set up a temporary local 
headquarters in the Raeford Civic Center a few 
weeks ago, with the blessing of the city council 
and City Manager Dennis Baxley. 

“They were just so gracious and excited 
about what we wanted to do, which was have 
a location in Hoke County that would allow us 
to distribute meals to Hoke County,” Noonday 
Kitchen Director of Programs Anna Drewry 
said.

(See PROVIDING FOOD, page 5)

BY CATHARIN SHEPARD

Staff writer

As of Tuesday, offi cials had identifi ed 
12 known cases of coronavirus associated 
with Hoke County, though the situation 
was changing quickly.

Some of the patients had already recov-
ered by the time doctors received the posi-
tive test results. It’s taking anywhere from 
10 to 14 days for doctors to get test results 
back, due to the backlog of samples still 
pending processing in North Carolina.

Hoke’s known positive cases, Health 
Department Director Helene Edwards said, 
include: 

• The fi rst local patient who tested posi-
tive March 18, and has recovered

• Two Fort Bragg/military-connected 
patients with Hoke home addresses

• A contractor working in New York 
who has a Hoke address, but has not been 
back to the county in a while

• A healthcare worker who tested posi-
tive April 1, and has recovered

• An 18-year-old and a 66-year-old who 
(See HOKE CASES, page 6)

The News-Journal has created a spe-
cial news fund to sustain coverage of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Donations are now 
tax deductible—and vital to continue to 
provide vital information free to any citizen 
who wants it.

The News-Journal is providing its on-
line coverage as a public service at www.
hokenews.com and will continue to do so 
until the pandemic subsides.

To help fund the coverage, the paper is 
partnering with the Local Media Foun-
dation, which allows readers, businesses 
and organizations to make tax-deductible 

contributions through the payment platform 
Givebutter.

The contributions help offset the loss 
of advertising revenue caused by the 
pandemic.

Staff are working remotely and can be 
reached by phone M-T 8-5 at 910-875-2121.

Reporter Catharin Shepard is available 
at cshepard@thenews-journal.com

Publisher Ken MacDonald is at ken@
thenews-journal.com

To make a tax-deductible contribution, 
go to https://givebutter.com/thenews-
journal

BY CATHARIN SHEPARD

Staff writer

Open Door Soup Kitchen in Raeford is 
still open and serving meals to anyone who 
needs food.

The nonprofi t has cut its operations from 
seven days a week to four, and is taking 
safety precautions, the Rev. Al Anderson 
said Tuesday. 

(See SOUP KITCHEN, page 3)

Offi cials unload 11,000 pounds of chicken Tuesday for those on the front line fi ght against coronavirus. Story, page 3. (Catharin Shepard photo) 

Noonday Kitchen Executive Director Claudia Perez helped 
prepare bags of groceries at the civic center. One of the local 
families who received groceries (Contributed photos)
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75 Years Ago
April 12, 1945

Pfc. Albert Smoak of Ashley 
Heights was killed in action March 
21 while participating in the fighting 
on Iwo Jima, according to a message 
received from the Navy Department 
Sunday by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
R.A. Smoak.

He was a Marine. A graduate of 
Hoke High with the class of 1940 he 
attended Louisburg college for two 
years before entering the Marines. 
His father is principal of the Ashley 
Heights school and his mother is a 
teacher there. They have been con-
nected with the Hoke county schools 
since 1928 when they came to the 
Antioch school from South Carolina. 

First Lt. Gilbert M. Ray, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. M.G. Ray of Rockfish, 
arrived home Monday night from 
overseas duty and will spend a leave 
at home. He has been in service since 
1941, serving on Ascension Island, 
in France and Germany. He holds 
the Silver Star medal, awarded for 
gallant action in France during the 
first weeks of the invasion.

Captain Paul Dickson Jr. of 
Raeford has been awarded the 
Bronze Star, according to a mes-
sage received here yesterday by his 
wife. The award was for meritorious 
service “in direct support of combat 
operation from August 8, 1944 to 
December 1944 in France. Serving 
as Air Liaison Officer on board the 
USS Kaasan Bay at the time of the 
invasion of Southern France, Captain 
Dickson, by his tireless cooperation 
and special experience made an 
outstanding contribution to the suc-
cessful air support given the Seventh 
Army by the USS Kaasan Bay.”

“A Nazis ‘murder asylum’ in 
which 20,000 political prisoners, 
Jews and slave laborers are estimated 
to have been put to death has been 
uncovered by First army troops.

“The murder factory was hidden 
in a German insane asylum at Had-
amar, four miles north of Limburg. 
German civil authorities themselves 
estimate that 15,000 victims were 
gassed and cremated and another 
5,000 killed by drugs and poison 
and buried in communal graves in 
the cemetery near the walls of the 
asylum.”

A new 15 horse power boiler has 
been installed at the Hoke cannery 
and the plant is now ready for the 
summer food preservation season, 
it was stated yesterday by W.P. Phil-
lips, of the Hoke High agricultural 
department. He states the cannery 
will be in operation throughout 
the growing season this year and 
will have a top capacity of about 
600 quarters of vegetables per day. 
Tests on the new installation were 
made early this week and in the past 
two days a large number of apples 
and carrots have been processed 
and canned for use in the school 
lunchrooms.

From Pooles’ Medley, by D. 
Scott Poole: “It is being published 
that here are people who believe that 
Hitler will entrench in the mountains 
of southern Germany and carry on 
a guerrilla warfare. Were he to stop 
now he has done more damage to 
the world than any human who 
has lived.”

“About the time 
I married, the high-
est priced shoe for 
men in the stores 
in the towns I vis-
ited were priced 
$3 a pair, and the 
highest priced 
women’s shoes I 
saw were $2.50 a 
pair. Recently, I 
saw a price-list of 
women’s shoes, 
seventy-five per-
cent heels, and 
they were priced 
ten dollars and 
above.

I paid. $12.50 
for a pair of shoes 
during World War 
I, shoes which had 
sold for $4 or $5 
a pair before the 
war. They proved 
to be sorriest shoes 
I have ever bought. 
Leather is now 
tanned by steam, 
and somebody will 
get shoes where a 
steam jet burned 
that leather in tan-
ning. I have heard 
men, who were 
supposed to know, 
say that French 
leather was three 
years in tanning.

“This paying the Lieutenant 
Governor $3,000 a year for presid-
ing over the senate four months is 
ridiculous. He should get the pay 
of a legislator, $600 a term—that 
is plenty.”

The Hoke High stocks judging 
team, in competition with teams 
from five other schools from Hoke, 
Scotland and Richmond counties, 
won first place in the district Future 
Farmers of America competition 
held at Laurel Hill Monday. The 
team was composed of Daniel Baker 
and Zeb Moss.

47 Years Ago
April 12, 1973

Bill Cameron, a Hoke native, 
will be Hoke High School’s football 
coach next year. The 1961 Hoke 
High graduate will also teach social 
studies. John Pecora, coach for sev-
eral years, has been promoted to fill 
a new position at the school, athletic 
director. Principal Raz Autry says 
the position is necessary because the 
school has grown so much.

The Hoke Board of Education let 
bids for cleaning and clearing a ditch 
behind West Hoke School so solve 
drainage problems. Flooding of the 

school yard created concern about 
the potability of drinking water. The 
water is tested daily.

When you have a pretty yard, you 
like to share it, writes columnist Sam 
Morris. And that’s what Mr. and Mrs. 
Eugene Barbour of Rockfish want to 
do. They invite flower lovers to see 
their thousands of azaleas.

Kermit Griffin was sworn in as 
a policeman in Raeford April 2.  He 
served one year in the department 
in 1968.

25 Years Ago
April 12, 1995

Selling liquor by the drink may 
soon be a reality in Hoke. The issue, 
last on the ballot in 1988, has been 
revived by several citizens. The 
Raeford-Hoke Chamber of Com-
merce is supporting the measure.

The Hoke County school sys-
tem’s budget asks the county to fund 
program at the same level as last year, 
said Carolyn Olivarez, finance offi-
cer. “Now that the county is facing 
financial hardships, we don’t want to 
add to that burden,” she said.

The Walkers Brothers Circus will 
arrive in Hoke County May 3. The 
Raeford Jaycees and Hoke Lions 
are working to bring the circus here.

Eleven Girl Scouts spent a rainy weekend at 
Camp Mary Atkinson. Front row from left: 
Jeryl Bracher, Robin Holland and Margaret 
Postel. Back row—Harone McRae, Naomi 
Little, Lynn Gaddy, Pam Dockery, Mary Lynn 
McKenzie, Betsy Postel, Cissy Moses, Brendella 
Leslie and Julie Conoly. (April 12, 1973)

Shortly before leaving for a camporee in 
Elizabethtown, Scouts posed with a stuffed 
mascot. Front, from left—Robin Niven, Ches-
ter McNulty and Billy Brock, holding Herman; 
back—Kel Crumpler, Check McNulty, Larry 
Gibson, Bill Niven and Steve Garcias. (April 
12, 1973)

Frog Holler
Philosopher

Ron Huff

First, in response to Claudyne 
Brock’s letter (News-Journal, 
April 1), both I and The News-
Journal welcome the opinions 
of others, but please stick to the 
facts when characterizing me. 
Almost everything you said about 
me was incorrect and I don’t hate 
Republicans. You probably aren’t 
going to like this column either. 

What is leadership and are we 
seeing it in this time of crisis? I 
suggest, without looking up the 
definition that it is the ability to 
inspire others to follow. That may 
seem obvious, but how does one 
manage to do that? When we reach 
a point that we question what to do 
next, we often look for someone 
to point us in the right direction. 
People who are born leaders will 
step up when they feel the need 
to provide that direction. 

A leader is often a vocal person 
who can clearly state their opinion 
and who has the ability to analyze 
a situation and formulate a plan 
of action. Other leaders can be 
quiet types that lead by example 
rather than words. Often people 
are placed in positions of lead-
ership by others when they are 
not really leaders. I remember a 
situation years ago when a leader 
was appointed to a group I was 
involved with. I had little respect 
for him and I resented that he 
was placed in a position to lead. 
This person clearly felt he was 
qualified to lead, but the results 
showed he was ineffective. The 
project suffered because a leader 
was appointed rather than being 
chosen by the people in the group. 
He was a shepherd with no flock. 

Some people have the ability to 

communicate and the desire to lead 
but fail in the formulation of suc-
cessful plans. A person can have 
the qualities that inspire others, but 
lack the tools to formulate the best 
plan of action. A good leader will 
understand that while he or she can 
inspire others, he or she may need 
help to arrive at the best plan of 
action. A good leader will use the 
available resources without feeling 
the need to prove that he or she 
knows it all. He or she will admit 
mistakes and move on. Another 
key ingredient in good leadership 
is the ability to put others first in 
the making of decisions. 

Crisis brings out the best and 
worst in leaders. In these times, 
people count on their leadership 
to get the facts about the situa-
tion, bring in expertise to weigh 
alternatives, make good decisions 
based on what is known and not 
known and communicate what is 
going on concisely and truthfully. 
We are currently being deprived 
of this basic need. 

I am no fan of Donald Trump. 
His willingness to lie in the ser-
vice of his own popularity has 
been apparent since he advocated 
the birther conspiracy against 
Obama. His escalator speech 
that announced his candidacy 
for President set the stage for 
the untruths that we have been 
subjected to ever since. Trump 
has continued this behavior be-

cause so many Americans relish 
this rhetoric. His political rallies 
showcase this aspect of his narcis-
sistic personality. Many, like me, 
have lost any respect for him and 
feel that nothing he says can be 
believed unless it is backed up by 
others who have credibility. Many 
of Trump’s untruths are aimed at 
keeping his political base in the 
fold, and this seems to work, but 
while many of his statements are 
divisive and state policy direc-
tions that I disagree with, they 
are not matters of immediate life 
and death for our citizens. Enter 
Covid-19.

I am not one who wants to 
see Trump fail, other than at the 
ballot box. I especially want him 
to take the reins in this time of 
crisis and give us truth and well 
developed, consistent messaging 
that gives us a plan of action and 
hope. Unfortunately, this is not his 
personality. He has consistently 
lied since January saying that he 
had it under control, that the virus 
was a hoax, that it was no more 
than the common cold and that 
we would be ready to get back 
to normal by Easter. These false-
hoods were apparent to anyone 
who was listening to experts.

It seems that Trump has finally 
realized that he can no longer lie 
about the pandemic in the face 
of the truth. He has been dragged 
to the truth by the facts. Thank 
goodness, he had some competent 
people around him that refused 
to be silent. 

What might he do in a mili-
tary crisis when an immediate 
response is needed? 

More later.

We don’t need this kind of leader

We Get Letters

To the Editor:
Sheriff Peterkin and his 

deputies deserve a great deal 
of praise during an incident 
that could have turned disaster 
during last Friday’s test leaflet 
drop over Hoke County. Like 
many other Hoke citizens, I 
enthusiastically watched the leaf 
drop conducted by the National 
Dropping Institute. Everything 
seemed to be going smoothly as 
I watched the leaflets fall on a 
neighborhood near to my farm 
in West Hoke.

Suddenly things took a turn 
for the bad. The wind picked up 
just as the plane was dropping 
its cargo over another nearby 
neighborhood resulting in the 
leaflets falling all over my farm. 
I know there was over a hundred 
landing on the place because I 
picked more than that myself. 
Regretfully, some landed in my 
pond. Quickly I sent my yellow 
Labrador, “Boomerang,” to the 
task of clearing the pond. He 
seemed eager enough to do his 
civic duty to help keep Hoke clean 
but when he lunged into the water 
he frightened off the wild Canada 
geese that were taking a rest on 
their way back North. They took 
off like I had a shotgun in hunt-
ing season.

Things quickly turned from 
bad to worse. They alarmed my 
bull, Billy, so much he busted 
through three fence rows and 
ended up turning loose my six 
breeding ostriches who took to 
the road like kids running through 
a watermelon patch. Now there 
was real chaos as the ostriches 
and “Billy” were running up and 
down the road like it was their 
personal playground.

My neighbors are always 
ready to help and began pour-
ing out from their farms to help 
however they could. Regret-
fully, nobody had experience 
with herding ostriches who herd 
like cats. It was not until the 
Sheriff’s Department arrived 
that any progress was made. 
The sheriff had his deputies 
form a pincer movement from 
each end of the road with an 
occasional blast of a siren to 
direct the beasts back through 
the hole “Billy” had made 
in the fence. There was only 
one minor casualty during the 
whole event. Just before the 

Leaflet drop set off panic in West Hoke

To the Editor:
Well, here’s a good one for 

you. My vehicle registration 
expires at the end of this month, 
but I have to have the vehicle 
inspected before I can get the 
registration renewed. Currently, 
we’re under the governor’s “Stay 
at Home” order and are not sup-
posed to go out. I just called the 
DMV in Raleigh to see if the late 
fee and interest will be waived if 
my registration is late. I was told 
there is no provision to waive the 

fees. So, what I’m hearing is that 
on one hand, I have to stay home, 
while on the other hand I’m told 
I’ll be fined if I do so. Now, what 
do I do? I’d be interested to know 
what the sheriff has to say about 
this in light of the article in the 
April 1 issue of the NJ about 
his preparation to enforce the 
governor’s order.

John Plummer
Raeford

Editor’s note: We’ve asked 

about this, and there’s a story 
elsewhere in this edition about 
what we found. The highlight 
from the article: “Hoke County 
Sheriff Hubert Peterkin said 
in a message that people ‘can 
still take care of those needed 
things.’ Car inspection stations 
and vehicle repair shops are still 
open across the state. They are 
considered ‘essential’ businesses 
that can continue to work during 
the stay-at-home order if they 
choose to do so.”

Am I allowed to get my vehicle inspected?

last ostrich surrendered and 
headed back through the fence, 
it paused long enough to kick 
out both headlights of the sher-
iff’s own car vehicle.  When 
all things settled down while I 
was thanking the sheriff and his 
deputies, the sheriff asked me 
what was the big white spot on 

my shoulder. I said I suspected 
it was from one of the geese that 
flew over me when leaving the 
pond. I’m now convinced no 
matter what the trouble Hoke 
County Sheriff’s department 
can handle it.

David Frump
West Hoke

The News-Journal welcomes 
letters to the editor and encourages 
readers to express their opinions. 

Letters must be signed and 
include an address and phone 
number. The street address and 
phone number will not be pub-
lished, but are required so we may 
verify authenticity. The name of 
the writer and, in some cases, the 
town the writer is from will be 
published at the end of the letter.

We are not able to publish 
letters that are essentially thank-

you cards. 
We reserve the right to edit 

letters for grammar, as well as 
those that exceed 300 words. We 
will not publish letters that we 
consider to be in poor taste or 
libelous. In some cases we may 
add an editor’s note as a postscript 
when we believe a correction, 
explanation or amplification is 
warranted. We may also, at our 
discretion, limit the number of 
times an individual writer may 
submit a letter for publication. 

We welcome your letters

Howell Drug
311 Teal Drive • Raeford

875-3365
Now RequesT Refills oNliNe 

wiTh youR smaRT PhoNe, 
mobile Device oR comPuTeR

visiT: www.howelldrug.com

 When your feet sweat, they make an 
ideal home for bacteria and fungi. Odor re-
sults when these organisms multiply, and 
few things cause more embarrassment.

To help control this problem, try wear-
ing shoes made of  leather, fabric and other 
natural materials to let your feet breathe. 

Dry your feet thoroughly after bathing, and use foot 
powders to help absorb sweat.

We carry a variety of  foot-care products to help you 
battle foot odor. When it comes to your good 
health, we’re here to help.

Embarrassing feet

(hint: Howell Drug)

Do you know who this is?
If so, wish her a 
Happy 50th

Locally sponsored by the Hoke County Partnership for Children and Families

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library 

A free book for 
your child 

each month
from birth to five

910-848-2300
www.smartstart.org/dpil

1089 East Central Avenue • Raeford, NC

380 Laurinburg Rd.
(910) 875-1133

Limited Time Only At 
Participating Locations

$5 Off Your Order of 
$25

Free 

Soda or Tea

with 

$5 purchase
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Soup Kitchen
(Continued from page 1)

Obituaries

Clarence Barnett
Clarence Bar-

nett, 71, of Raeford, 
died in his home 
on the morning of 
March 30th, 2020. 

He was born in Roxboro April 
24, 1948, son of the late Rivers 
Lee Barnett and James Waddell 
Barnett.

He attended Person County 
High School in Roxboro and 
served 21 years in the U.S. Army, 
fighting in both the Vietnam War 
and the Desert Storm War before 
being honorably discharged as a 
1st Sergeant, a title that he never 
took lightly.

He retired from the United 
States Postal Service after being 
employed for 30 years as a mail 
clerk. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; two brothers, James 
R. Barnett and Russell Barnett 
(Gladys sister in-law); one sister, 
Amelia Barnett; and brothers/sis-
ters in-law Pearl, Leslie, Pauline, 
Carnelia, Jenny, Bertha, Willie, 
Thomas and Herman.

He is survived by his wife 
Doris Barnett; two daughters 
of New York City, Jacqueline 
Barnett and Karen Manigault; a 
granddaughter of South Carolina, 
Kimberly Harris; sisters, Ethel 
Singleton, Elaine Coleman, Julia 
Savoy; brother George Barnett; 
and four step-children, Andre, 
Jaqueline, Calvin and Michael.

A private funeral was held 
in Buie Funeral Home chapel 
Monday, April 6, 2020 at noon.

Committal was at Sandhills 
State Veteran Cemetery at noon 
on Tuesday, April 7.

Frances P. Colvin
Frances Elizabeth Presgraves 

Colvin of Raeford died Friday, 

April 3, 2020 at Open Arms Re-
tirement Home at age 92.

She was born in Rappahannock 
County, Virginia on February 4, 
1928, daughter of the late Otha 
P. Presgraves and Lena Tharp 
Presgraves. She was preceded in 
death by her husband James A. 
Colvin, and two daughters, Ginger 
Armitage and Tina Butler. She 
was a longtime active member of 
the Cumberland County Shrinet-
tes and the Retired Members of 
Military Association.

She is survived by two daugh-
ters, Mamie Bundy of Raeford, 
and Gloria Colvin of Raeford; 
four grandchildren; and 3 great-
grandchildren.

A memorial service will be 
held later.

Online condolences may be 
made at www.crumplerfuneral-
home.com

John T. Davis
John T. Davis Jr., 85, of Ra-

eford, died peacefully at his home 
on Sunday, March 29.

A lifelong resident of Raeford, 
he was born in November of 1934, 
son of the late John T. Sr. and 
Leslie Thames Davis. He was the 
husband of Barbara Turner Davis. 
He is survived by his two sons, 
three grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. In addition 
to his parents, he is preceded in 
death by one son.

A private memorial service 
will be held at a later date.

Online condolences may be 
made at www.bolesfuneralhome.
com

Valeria D. Galberth
Valeria Denise Galberth, 52, 

died Wednesday, April 1, 2020 
at FirstHealth Hospice House in 
Pinehurst.

Born October 25, 1967, she is 
the daughter of James and Stella 
Galberth of Raeford.

She is survived by her children, 
Ashley N. Galberth, Nicholas M. 
Galberth and Asia V. Galberth; 
parents, James and Stella Gal-
berth; sister, Wanda Galberth; and 
brothers, James O. Galberth and 
Todd Galberth.

A private family service was 

held on Saturday, April 4, 2020 
at 1 p.m. in Buie Funeral Home 
chapel.

Committal was at 2:30 p.m. at 
Highland Biblical Gardens.

Mary Louise Monroe
Mary Louise Monroe, 57, died 

March 29, 2020.
She was born November 8, 

1962.
She is survived by a daughter, 

Donnetta Monroe; sons, Kenneth 
B. Monroe and Keith Monroe; 
sisters, Regina Nettles and Linda 
Monroe; and a brother, Lonnie 
Monroe. 

A private family funeral was 
held Sunday, April 5, 2020 at 
Buie Funeral Home Chapel at 
2 p.m.

Committal was at Spring 
Branch Matthew Memorial Cem-
etery in Wagram.

Carolyn D. Smith
Carolyn Diane Smith, 64, of 

Raeford died Thursday, April 
2, 2020 at Accordius Health of 
Aberdeen.

She was born in Hoke County 
on October 29, 1955, daughter 
of the late James Archie Smith 
and Iris Cheek Smith. She was 
preceded in death by her brothers, 
Jody Smith, Howard Smith and 
Larry Smith.

She is survived by her broth-
ers, Johnny Smith of Raeford, 
Donald Earl Smith of Raeford, 
Tommy Smith and his wife Ruth 
of Raeford, and Roger Smith and 
his wife Tara of California.

A graveside service was held at 
2 p.m. Saturday, April 4, 2020 at 
the Raeford Cemetery with Pastor 
Roger Burns officiating.

Online condolences may be 
made at www.crumplerfuneral-
home.com

Clarence Barnett

Frances P. Colvin

Mary Louise Monroe

Carolyn D. Smith

Valeria D. Galberth

By Catharin Shepard

Staff writer

A $1.4 million grant from 
the Golden LEAF Foundation 
will help Hoke County further 
expand sewer service in the U.S. 
401 corridor.

The extended services will 
help support development that 
should bring new jobs to the area, 
officials said. The grant funding 
was part of a total $12.2 million 
package in funding supporting 
projects throughout the founda-
tion’s community-based grant 
initiative in the Sandhills Prosper-

ity Zone, its open grants program, 
community college scholarship 
program and disaster recovery 
grant program. 

“Golden LEAF is dedicated 
to the long-term economic ad-
vancement of North Carolina,” 
Golden LEAF President and Chief 
Executive Officer Scott Hamilton 
said in a statement. “In this time 
of uncertainty, it is important for 
our Board and staff to be a steady 
hand in continuing to provide 
funding to our nonprofits and 
governmental entities who sup-
port North Carolina’s economy 
in the communities we serve.”

The county found out about 
the decision last Friday.

“We had some good news last 
week,” Hoke County Manager 
Letitia Edens said Monday at the 
Board of Commissioners meeting. 
Hoke County Emergency Man-
agement Coordinator Andrew 
Jacobs and Economic Develop-
ment Director Will Wright worked 
together to apply for the grant to 
help improve the county.

“We’re trying to build up the cor-
ridor of 401 to bring business to the 
county, and I had them go after grants 
with Golden LEAF,” Edens said.

The funding will help the 

county run sewer lines to the area 
of U.S. 401 and Scull Road, where 
the county proposed to put a new 
Parks and Recreation center. 

“It’s some good news in the 
midst of the chaos,” Jacobs said.

Hoke County staff deserve 
the credit for bringing the grant 
to the county, Commission Vice 
Chairman Harry Southerland said. 

The grant was a significant 
amount from the Golden LEAF 
Foundation.

“It’s the largest amount they 
said that they’ve given out yet,” 
Commissioner Bobby Wright 
said.

“It’s certainly going to go a 
long way toward the development 
of the 401 corridor,” Jacobs said. 
“It’s certainly going to take time, 
even though the chaos that CO-
VID-19 brings, I think it’s going 
to bring a lot of opportunities for 
grant funding to rural America. 
I’m hoping on tacking on some of 
those occasions for Hoke County.”

Internet service proposed 
for community buildings

The Hoke County Commission-
ers voted Monday to move to install 
internet access at all of the county’s 
public community buildings. Inter-

net Technology Director Candace 
Pierce recommended the move to 
help provide internet for people who 
may not have access at home. 

The project will cost about 
$14,000 in the first year to install 
and provide internet, and then 
will cost the county about $7,000 
a year for the continued service, 
officials said. People would be able 
to park in the parking lot of the 
buildings and access the internet 
through wifi. 

It could also help people who 
rent the buildings for future 
events, Commissioner Allen 
Thomas said.

$1.4 million grant will expand sewer 

The soup kitchen at 320 Turnpike 
Road in Raeford has posted signs 
asking people not to come in if 
they have symptoms of illness. Staff 
members are also taking precautions 
to help keep themselves and the 
public safe, by wearing protective 
masks and gloves.

“Our at-risk workers on dialysis 
haven’t been coming because of 
lower immune systems,” Anderson 
said.

The soup kitchen has seen an 
increase in requests for support 
since the start of the coronavirus 
pandemic, Anderson said. Open 
Door Soup Kitchen helped with 
food distribution for Hoke County 
Schools, and has gotten calls from 
some housing communities seeking 
resources for residents. Hoke County 
Social Services also turned to the 

nonprofit to help secure boxes of 
groceries for people in need.

The soup kitchen is doing food 
giveaways on Sundays and Tuesdays 
from its food pantry. They’ve been 
working with the local Walmart to be 
able to buy bread, which is still flying 
off the shelves in the community.

The soup kitchen is partnering 
with Second Harvest Food Bank, 
which has increased its distribution 
to the facility to help with demand. 
The group also reached out to Camp-
bell’s Soup for support. Mountaire 
Farms donated chicken to the soup 
kitchen last week.

Open Door Soup Kitchen is 
also currently the only place in the 
county where community workers 
who need to get hours for the EBT 
work first program can still come 
to put in their hours, Anderson said.

The soup kitchen’s clothes closet 

has also seen a rise in demand as 
people come to pick up clothes 
more frequently than in the past, 
the pastor said.

The soup kitchen is not currently 
taking donations of food from the 
public due to the risk of spreading 
COVID-19, but the organization is 
still accepting donations of money. 
Donation checks or money orders 
can be sent by mail to Open Door 
Soup Kitchen, 320 Turnpike Road, 
Raeford, N.C., 28376 or made online 
through the nonprofit’s website at 
hokecountyopendoorsoupkitchen.
com.

The Open Door Soup Kitchen 
has operated in Raeford since 2015, 
and last year moved into its new 
location on Turnpike Road. For more 
information, contact Anderson at 
(404) 971-7408. The organization is 
a registered 501c3 nonprofit.

By Catharin Shepard

Staff writer

Mountaire Farms in Lumber 
Bridge this week donated 11,000 
pounds of chicken to help feed first 
responders and healthcare workers 
in Hoke County.

Firefighters, sheriff’s deputies, 
employees at both local hospitals, 
EMS and others received the 
chicken, distributed Tuesday at the 
Hoke County Senior Center. 

Jarrod Lowery, community rela-
tions manager at Mountaire Farms, 
said the company wanted to do 
something to help support healthcare 
workers and first responders.

“We want to say thank you to 
all the first responders, thank you to 
all the truly brave nurses and doc-
tors who are working every single 
day, all our law enforcement, EMS, 
firefighters who are working every 
single day,” Lowery said. “You get 
up every day, you go to a call or you 
have a patient come in and you’re 
not sure what you’re going to see, 
you’re not sure what you’re going to 
run into. So we at Mountaire Farms 
just want to give a thank you by 
providing a little bit of chicken as 
a thank you.” 

Hoke Commission Chairman 
James Leach and the other county 
commissioners, and Hoke County 
Sheriff Hubert Peterkin were among 
the officials who thanked Mountaire 
for the donation.

“It’s a good thing when a county 
is able to work with one of its local 
businesses. They have many jobs 
here that citizens work…we thank 
that they’ve come and given back, 
local government really appreciate 
you all taking the time to come to the 
assistance of public safety to make 
sure that our folks over here have 
plenty to eat,” Leach said.

Commissioner Tony Hunt 
thanked the company for its part-

nership with the county and for 
supporting first responders during 
the pandemic.

“Hopefully this too shall pass and 
we’ll be able to move on, and we 
won’t forget you, Mountaire, what 
you’ve done for us in Hoke County 
and we appreciate the partnership 
that we have with you,” Hunt said.

Mark Reif, community relations 
manager for Mountaire Farms, said 
the company knows that medical 
personnel are on the front lines of 
the battle against COVID-19.

“They have placed their lives on 
the front lines and we appreciate 
everything they’re doing,” he said. 

Hopefully the donation will help 
make things a little easier for those 
families, Reif said.

“We go to the grocery store, even 
we can’t find chicken for sale, and so 

we’re trying to make it available for 
those of you who are working tre-
mendous hours and don’t have time 
to go from store to store,” he said.

“Hoke County has a special 
place in my heart especially,” Reif 
added. He serves as a member of the 
Raeford-Hoke Chamber of Com-
merce board of directors.

Hoke County Sheriff Hubert 
Peterkin said the donation gave 
officers something to smile about.

“This means a lot. With this crisis 
we have to be out there, we know 
we have to be out there just like any 
other crisis, but this one is different. 
In my 30 years in law enforcement, 
I’ve never seen anything like this,” 
Peterkin said.

Mountaire Farms employs about 
3,000 people at its plant in Lumber 
Bridge.

Mountaire donates 11,000 
pounds of chicken

Unloading chickens at the Senior Center. (Catharin Shepard 
photo)
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Class Reunions
1970 — Attention Hoke High 

School class of 1970 — Because 
of the current global health 
situation our 50 year reunion has 
been postponed from April 4 to 
November 7. It still will be held 

at Gates Four in Fayetteville. For 
anyone who has registered and 
paid already, no action is needed if 
you plan to attend on the new date. 
If you are unable to make the new 
date, please contact the HHS class 

of 1970 planning committee at PO 
Box 1064, Raeford, NC  28376. 
If you were not able to make the 
original date but can come on the 
new date please send your contact 
information to the same address.

By Catharin Shepard

Staff writer

Hoke County Senior Services is 
helping feed more than 260 senior 
citizens during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, thanks to an expansion of its 
Meals on Wheels program.

The department has overseen 
the Meals on Wheels program for 
many years, but when the Hoke 
County Board of Commissioners 
declared a state of emergency last 
month due to the coronavirus, the 
board authorized the department to 
expand the program.

Hoke Senior Services was de-
livering meals to 100 seniors, and 
providing food to another 98 seniors 
at the congregate meal program, 
Senior Services Director Mary 
Hollingsworth said. While they 
had to shut down the congregate 
meal program to remove the risk of 
spreading COVID-19 at the feeding 
site, they’re now delivering at-home 
meals to those citizens, too. The 
department added another 71 senior 
citizens to the program since then.

They’ve made changes to how 
the program operates to help keep 
people safe, Hollingsworth said in 
an email.

“To keep our staff and the clients 
safe we have changed the ways our 
seniors receive meals. Seniors on 
our congregate program are being 
provided five-day lunch boxes one 
time a week. These meals include 
frozen and or shelf stable meals,” 
she wrote.

Seniors who feel comfortable 
driving to the senior center in the 
Old Armory building on East Central 
Avenue can still pick up their meals. 
Staff members give them a date and 
time for the pickup. Then they drive 
to the back of the building, where 
staff members place the meals in 
their car.

Staff members who are doing 
home deliveries for Meals on Wheels 
are also taking precautions. They’re 
wearing protective face masks and 
gloves, and sanitizing their hands 
in-between each client.

“Our goal is to continue to 
provide services while limiting the 
risk to both the client and our staff,” 
Hollingsworth said.

Any senior citizen in need of a 
meal who has no ability to receive 
food can contact Hoke County 
Senior Services about the tempo-
rarily expanded Meals on Wheels 
program. Call the office at (910) 
875-8588. The department needs 
the senior resident’s name, telephone 
number and address.

The department continues doing 
sales of Ensure for seniors as well. 
People who would like to purchase 
Ensure should contact the office. 
The department is offering curbside 
services at the back of the building.

“We are also continuing to assist 
the community with Lumbee River 
Electric with light bill assistance 
and Medicare Part D questions. 
Clients may contact our office for 

Meals on Wheels expands for senior citizens
assistance,” Hollingsworth wrote.

During the pandemic, the depart-
ment’s employees are also reaching 
out to senior citizens who might oth-
erwise become socially isolated. The 
staff members are calling the seniors 
who participate in the congregate 
programs to speak with them each 
week and make sure they’re doing 
well, Hollingsworth said.

For seniors who want to find 
a way to stay active, the exercise 
program Silver Sneakers has pro-
vided workout programs designed 
for people age 65 and older online 
at SilverSneakers.com. These are 
exercises that seniors can do in the 
comfort of their own homes. Addi-

tionally, AARP has provided games 
online to keep seniors engaged and 
their minds sharp at www.aarp.org/
games/online.

Overall, the Hoke Department 
of Senior Services is working to 
limit the number of people the staff 
members and senior participants 
come into contact with on a regular 
basis, to lessen the chance of spread-
ing the virus. 

“Our Senior Services staff are 
onboard with making sure our se-
niors are taken care of during this 
difficult. From ordering the meals, 
packing, planning routes and deliv-
ering, we are all in this together,” 
Hollingsworth said.

Senior Services thanked em-
ployee Walter Campbell, and Parks 
and Recreation employees Mitchell 
Bratcher, Larry McQueen and Joe 
Jacobs for their dedication. They 
have been “very instrumental” in 
delivering many of the meals to 
seniors in Hoke County, Holling-
sworth said.

“I am extremely grateful and 
blessed to have a wonderful staff 
who are committed to our seniors, 
as well as our County Commis-
sioner Board and County Manager 
because without all of us working 
together, we would not be able to 
provide these services to our com-
munity,” she said.

Phone and Internet Discounts  
Available to CenturyLink Customers

The North Carolina Utilities Commission designated 
CenturyLink as an Eligible Telecommunications 
Carrier within its service area for universal service 
purposes. CenturyLink’s basic local service rates 
for residential voice lines are $24.00-$25.50 per 
month and business services are $34.00-$41.00 
per month. Specific rates will be provided upon 
request. 

CenturyLink participates in a government benefit 
program (Lifeline) to make residential telephone 
or qualifying broadband service more affordable 
to eligible low-income individuals and families.  
Eligible customers are those that meet eligibility 
standards as defined by the FCC and state 
commissions. Residents who live on federally 
recognized Tribal Lands may qualify for additional 
Tribal benefits if they participate in certain federal 
eligibility programs.  The Lifeline discount is 
available for only one telephone or qualifying 
broadband service per household, and can be on 
either wireline or wireless service. Broadband 
speeds must be 20 Mbps download and 3 Mbps 
upload or faster to qualify.

A household is defined for the purposes of the 
Lifeline program as any individual or group of 
individuals who live together at the same address 
and share income and expenses.  Lifeline service is 
not transferable, and only eligible consumers may 
enroll in the program.  Consumers who willfully 
make false statements in order to obtain a Lifeline 
discount can be punished by fine or imprisonment 
and can be barred from the program.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please call 
1-888-833-9522 or visit centurylink.com/lifeline 
with questions or to request an application for the 
Lifeline program.
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CREDITORS NOTICE 
IN THE GENERAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

BEFORE THE CLERK
IN THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATE OF
EDWARD LEE SMITH

19 E 215
All persons, firms and corpora-

tions having claims against Edward 
Lee Smith, deceased, are hereby 
notified to exhibit them to Augustina 
Bryan as Executrix of the Estate of 
the decedent at 112 E. Edinborough 
Avenue, Raeford, NC 28376 on or 
before the 1st day of July 2020, or be 
barred from their recovery.  Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment to the above 
named Executrix.   

This the 1st day of April, 2020.
Augustina Bryan, Executrix of the
Estate of Edward Lee Smith deceased
Willcox, McFadyen, Fields & Suther-
land, PLLC
Attorneys At Law
112 E. Edinborough Avenue
Raeford, North Carolina 28376
5-8C

CREDITORS’ NOTICE 
IN THE GENERAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

BEFORE THE CLERK
IN THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATE OF
LUTHER JACKSON CAMP

20 E 69
All persons, firms and corpora-

tions having claims against Luther 
Jackson Camp, deceased, are hereby 
notified to exhibit them to William C. 
Fields, Jr. as Personal Representative 
of the Estate of the decedent at 112 
E. Edinborough Ave., Raeford, NC 
28376, on or before the 25th day of 
June 2020, or be barred from their 
recovery.  Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate pay-
ment to the above-named Personal 
Representative.   

This the 25th day of March 2020. 
William C. Fields, Jr. Personal Rep-
resentative
of the Estate of Luther Jackson Camp
 Willcox, McFadyen, Fields & Suther-
land, PLLC
Attorneys at Law
112 E. Edinborough Avenue
Raeford, North Carolina 28376
4-7C

Legal

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF FORSYTH

IN  THE GENERAL COURT 
OF JUSTICE

DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
19 CVD 7323

DEUTSCHE BANK TRUST COM-
PANY AMERICAS as Indenture 
Trustee for the registered holders 
of SAXON ASSET SECURITIES 
TRUST 2006-3 MORTGAGE LOAN 
ASSET BACKED NOTES, SERIES 
2006-3, Plaintiff, vs. UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF MICHAEL L. DAVIS, 
SR., by and through their Guard-
ian Ad Litem Kristen S. Nardone, 
MICHAEL L. DAVIS, JR., ROB-
ERT DAVIS, SKYLER DAVIS and 
COLBY DAVIS,  Defendants.
TO: SKYLER DAVIS

TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled action.  
The nature of the relief being sought 
is as follows:

Plaintiff seeks a judgment to 
reform the Deed of Trust recorded at 
Book 7274, Page 601 with the Cum-
berland County Registry to correct the 
notary acknowledgement to include 
Michael L. Davis, Sr., Individually 
and as Attorney-in-fact for Melody 
Davis a/k/a Melody E. Davis, said 
reformation to relate back to the origi-
nal date of recording, and declare that 
Melody Davis and Melody E. Davis 
is one and the same person;

You are required to make defense 
to such pleading not later than the 
11th day of May, 2020, said date 
being forty (40) days from the first 
publication of this notice; and upon 
your failure to do so the Plaintiff will 
apply to the Court for the relief sought.  

This the 24th day of March, 2020.
Bowen C. Houff, NC State Bar No. 
15914
Attorney for Plaintiff
OF COUNSEL:
BLANCO TACKABERY 
& MATAMOROS, P.A.
POST OFFICE DRAWER 25008
WINSTON-SALEM, NC 27114-
5008
TELEPHONE:  336-293-9000
FACSIMILE:  336-293-9030 
5-7C

PUBLISHED 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Having qualified as Administra-

tor of the Estate of Susan Maynard 
Lundy, late of Raeford, Hoke County, 
North Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said decedent 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
at Pinehurst Legal, 200 McCaskill 
Road East, Suite A, Pinehurst North 
Carolina 28374 on or before the 25th 
day of June 2020, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.  
All persons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the said estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

This the 25th day of March 2020.
Sarah Rice
Administrator of the Estate of Susan 
Maynard Lundy
Attorney: Sharlene Gilmer Anderson
200 McCaskill Rd. East, Suite A
Pinehurst, NC 28374
5-8C

Legal Advertising
View legals online at www.thenews-journal.com

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
IN THE GENERAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

Before The Clerk
COUNTY OF HOKE
IN THE MATTER OF

Leon W. Patterson
20 E 73

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Leon W. Patter-
son, deceased, are hereby notified to 
exhibit them to Lavinia W. Patterson, 
Co-Executor, of the estate of the de-
cedent at 2996 US 401 Bus., Raeford, 
NC 28376 and William L. Patterson, 
Co-Executor at 268 Wade St., Raeford, 
NC 28376, on or before the 3rd day 
of July, 2020, or be barred from their 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment to 
the above named Co-Executors.

This the 1st day of April, 2020. 
Lavinia W. Patterson, Co-Executor 
of the estate of Leon W. Patterson
2996 US 401 Bus.
Raeford, NC 28376
and
William L. Patterson, Co-Executor
268 Wade St.
Raeford, NC 28376
5-8P

On 4/1/20 Certificate of Need review began 
for Fayetteville Road Dialysis Proj N-11885-20 
Add 9 dialy stats. Written comments are due 
to the Agency by 5/1/20. A public hearing will 
only be scheduled if requested in writing by 
5/1/20 and sent to DHSR.CON.Comments@
dhhs.nc.gov or 2704 Mail Service Ctr, Raleigh, 
NC 27699-2704.

Public Notice
Meeting 

CanCeled
april 13,

 7:00 p.m.

Hoke County 
Board of Health

Meeting
May 11,

 7:00 p.m.

The Hoke County Board of Health 
meeting for April 13, 2020 at 7 PM, can-
celed due to the State of North Carolina 
Executive Order 121, Stay-At Home Or-
der.  

The Hoke County Board of Health will 
meet on Monday, May 11, 2020 at 7:00 
PM in the Conference Room at the Hoke 
County Health Department, 683 East 
Palmer Road, Raeford, NC.

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF HOKE
IN THE GENERAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE NUMBER: 19E122

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF 

SANDRA HOLCOMB
All persons, firms and corpora-

tions having claims against Sandra 
Holcomb, deceased are hereby 
notified to exhibit them to Harold 
Holcomb, Administrator of the Estate 
of the decedent at 632 Holcomb Rd. 
Raeford, NC 28376 on or before the 
7th day of July, 2020, or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make imme-
diate payment to the above named 
Administrator.

This is the 8th day of April, 2020.  
Harold Holcomb, Administrator 
of the Estate of Sandra Holcomb
c/o 632 Holcomb Rd
Raeford NC 28376
6-9C

NOTICE OF SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION
NORTH CAROLINA

CUMBERLAND COUNTY
IN THE GENERAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

FILE NO. 20 CVS 1639
DONNIE SHERRILL KIVETT, 
Plaintiff vs. FRANCES LYNN 

MOORE, Defendant
TO: FRANCES LYNN MOORE

Last known address: 505 Saunders 
Street, Raeford NC  28376

TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above entitled action.  The 
nature of the relief being sought is as 
follows: negligence by motor vehicle.

You are required to make defense 
to such pleading not later than the 
27th day of May 2020, said date 
being not less than 40 days from the 
first publication of this notice.  Upon 
your failure to do so the party seeking 
service against you will apply to the 
Court for the relief sought.

This the 8th day of April 2020.
SMITH, DICKEY, DEMPSTER, P.A. 
Andrew R. Dempster
Attorney for Plaintiff
Post Office Drawer 209
Fayetteville, NC 28302
(910) 484-8195
6-9C

CREDITORS’ NOTICE 
IN THE GENERAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

BEFORE THE CLERK
IN THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATE OF
LELAND DEWEY STROTHER

20 E 81
 All persons, firms and corpora-

tions having claims against Leland 
Dewey Strother, deceased, are 
hereby notified to exhibit them to 
Judith Daniels Strother as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of the 
decedent at 112 E. Edinborough Ave., 
Raeford, NC 28376, on or before the 
8th day of July, 2020, or be barred 
from their recovery.  Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make immediate 
payment to the above-named Personal 
Representative.   

This the 8th day of April, 2020
Judith Daniels Strother, Personal 
Representative
of the Estate of Leland Dewey 
Strother
Willcox, McFadyen, Fields & Suther-
land, PLLC
Attorneys at Law
112 E. Edinborough Avenue
Raeford, North Carolina 28376
6-9C

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
IN THE GENERAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

Before The Clerk
COUNTY OF HOKE
IN THE MATTER OF
Barbara Ann McNeill

20 E 77
All persons, firms and corpora-

tions having claims against Barbara 
Ann McNeill, deceased, are hereby 
notified to exhibit them to Angela 
M. McFadden, Administratrix, of the 
estate of the decedent at 130 Malloy 
St., Raeford, NC 28376, on or before 
the 10th day of July, 2020, or be 
barred from their recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make im-
mediate payment to the above named 
Administratrix.

This the 8th day of April, 2020. 
Angelia M. McFadden, Adminis-
tratrix 
For the estate of Barbara Ann McNeill
130 Malloy St.
Raeford, NC 28376
5-9P

ADVERTISING 
COSTS

$5.25 for the first
15 words & 40¢ each 

additional word.
There is no charge for 

ads for an item that 
has been “found”.

PLACING A CLASSIFIED AD
Ads can be placed 24 hours a day on The News-Journal 
website at www.thenews-journal.com. Also available 
by phone at 910-875-2121, fax 910-875-7256,  or in 
person at 119 W. Elwood Avenue.

CORRECTIONS
Persons should check their advertisement for accuracy 
the first time it appears online or in the newspaper so 
that necessary changes can be made. The newspaper 
will not be liable for mistakes in an advertisement 
beyond the first week of publication.

PAYMENT
Easily, securely pay online. Advertisements mailed 

or brought to the newspaper office should be paid 
upon placement. 

EDITOR’S NOTE
The News-Journal reserves the right not to publish 
classified advertisements it considers to be of question-
able taste. The publication of an advertisement is not 
an endorsement of the worthiness of the product or 
service being offered.

Classifieds
(910) 875-2121           DEADLINE: 10 A.m., TuEsDAy           FAX (910) 875-7256

Place your ads ONLINE at
www.thenews-journal.comIt’s easy,!

Readers are advised to use caution when respond-
ing to classified ads that sell items or offer services 
outside of Hoke County. The News-Journal is often 
unable to verify the legitimacy of such ads.

TWIN OAKS APARTMENTS 
1 & 2 bedroom apartments in Raeford with central 
heat  & air, stove, refrigerator, carpet/LVT. Designed for  
senior citizens (62 & over) and disabled  persons  of 
any age. Rent  is based on  income and limited rental 
assistance may be available to those who qualify.  
Limited accessible units with features for persons with  
disabilities. Come by our office at 1100 Bethune  Road, 
Tuesday or Thursday 9am-4pm or Call 910-875-2746,     
       TDD  #1-800-735-2962.

Full or seasonal 
position 

Pest Control 
Technician

Aberdeen 
Exterminating
124 N Poplar Street

Aberdeen, NC

Apply in person or 
fax resumé to 

910-944-2633 or email 
aparker@nc.rr.com

For Sale
Downtown Raeford, very 
charming older 1928 sq ft, 
four bedroom, two bath-
room house on +/- one acre 
lot, $168,883. Call for details 
and photos 910-978-0728.

ServiceS
If Frustrated because 
SSA Disability Denied, 
Free Consultation. Call C. 
Rhodes1-800-391-5106 or 
910-822-8419.www.need-
disability.com
ROOF REPAIR & DRY-
WALL REPAIR: You don’t 
always need a new roof. 
3yr warranty on repairs. If 
needed, a new roof comes 
with a 7yr warranty. 35 
years of experience. God 
bless our Military and school 
teachers. Call James 910-
549-7389 or 910-374-2678. 
Always remember God 
loves you!

ServiceS
WILLIAM’S LAWN MOWER 
REPAIR Call 910-875-
2694, 2692 Calloway Road, 
Raeford 
HOMETOWN CARPET 
CARE Liv. Rm & Hall, 
$50.00, Add. rms., $20 Sofa 
& Chair w/ scotch guard - 
$75 2-rm. min. 875-6466. 

ServiceS
STUMP REMOVAL; BUSH 
HOG, BACKHOE MO-
TOR GRADER. PREPARE 
DRIVEWAYS, CALL 875-
9077 OR 691-7994
HOMETOWN CARPET 
CARE Liv. Rm & Hall, 
$50.00, Add. rms., $20 Sofa 
& Chair w/ scotch guard - 
$75 2-rm. min. 875-6466. 

ServiceS
NELL’S ALTERATION 
SHOP542 Cole Ave.Ra-
eford.Call 875-4998 
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Just Putting Around

Hoke Sports Roundup

Photographing the pandemic
The winning entry in this week’s News-Journal special 
COVID-19 edition of the OhSnap! Photo Contest is by 
Cassie Powierski, and shows her children Victor, 8, and 
Liam, 2, playing with chalk. Cassie gets a check for $25 for 
winning the category “Having Fun.” Next week’s category 
is “Stir Crazy.” Enter by Sunday at www.thenews-journal.
com/ohsnap 

who are suffering more than usual, 
due to the uncertainty of the situation 
and the changes in daily life. Taking 
the time to recognize that everyone 
might be feeling some anxiety over 
the situation can help families cope, 
Smith said.

“Try to understand the person 
that you’re with, try to understand 
what’s on their mind and recog-
nize that there is some anxiety, 
that there is some nervousness,” 
she said.

The last time the United States 
dealt with a pandemic of this nature 
was a century ago, with the 1918 
influenza outbreak. Most people 
alive today weren’t alive then, and 
aren’t sure how to respond to the 
many disruptions. 

It’s about finding resilience 
together, Smith said.

“We have to come back together 
and pull together that resilience,” 
she said.

Meanwhile, the virus continues 
spreading. Slowing the spread to 
keep from overwhelming hospitals 
with a flood of critically ill patients is 
the goal of the initiatives and restric-
tions put in place. Those restrictions 
only work if people follow them, 
however. Local health officials have 
urged Hoke residents to take the 
recommended precautions.

“One thing about our community, 
we do appreciate everyone following 
the directions of the governor. The 
governor is getting information and 
he’s utilizing it for the safety of the 
people who live in our area,” Smith 
said. “The recommendations, we 
have the shelter in place for people 
to please remain at home unless you 
are in an essential job function. Wash 
your hands as frequently as you can. 

When you go out in public, wear 
some type of face cover.”

People should consider wear-
ing a homemade mask, and leave 
the medical-grade masks for the 
healthcare providers who need them. 
Social distancing, which means 
staying at least six feet away from 
other people, can help cut down on 
the risk of getting COVID-19.

“Bodily secretions typically do 
not go past the five to six feet area 
of personal space,” Smith explained. 
“We’re beyond the elbow bump and 
the toe tap, and the reason why is 
that brings you within the personal 
space of six feet, (so) that’s no longer 
being advocated.”

There are things that people 
can do to help make it through 
the stay-at-home order during the 
pandemic. It’s okay to go outside 
as long as you’re maintaining six 
feet of room between yourself and 
others, and obey guidelines about 
avoiding gatherings.

“We’re not saying stay in bed, 
we’re not saying sit in your house 
and look at the four walls, but to use 
your home space, your yard, your 
garden,” Smith said. “Get that stack 
of books that you haven’t read, get 
that music you haven’t listened to.”

“I just took down the Christmas 
tree,” she added.

There are digital resources 
available for people experiencing a 
mental health crisis. Telemedicine 
through video conferencing on a 
phone or computer is one option. 
Counseling over the phone is an-
other. Many providers are changing 
their payment structure to include 
telemedicine now, Smith said.

While phone “visits” are fine, 
using video visits can help doctors 
gather more information about their 

Life has changed
(Continued from page 1) patients and better decide how to 

help them.
“I want to see your smiling face, 

I want to see your sad face, I want 
to be able to pick up on (how you’re 
feeling)…let us help you and walk 
you through that, the video is so 
important,” Smith said.

Some things haven’t changed. 
The medical director, who also 
serves on the Hope in Hoke opi-
oid addiction team, pointed out 
that people are still struggling 
with opioid use even during the 
pandemic. But now, they might 
be having more difficulty getting 
those opioids.

“They’re not able to access them, 
so some may go into withdrawal at 
this time,” Smith said.

The Health Department and 
Hope in Hoke put together a list 
of resources for people struggling 
with opioid addiction. To access 
those resources, contact the Health 
Department at (910) 875-3717.

There is some good news in Hoke 
County. As of Monday none of the 
people in Hoke with COVID-19 
have had to stay in the hospital for 

treatment of their symptoms, the 
doctor said. The Health Department 
is monitoring the positive cases of 
COVID-19 in Hoke and making sure 
those individuals are quarantined 
at home.

Most of all, Smith said, it’s a 
time to try and be patient with 
each other.

“I ask people to please, please 
be patient. Be patient. We rec-
ognize and appreciate that every 
individual is of value, but be 
patient with your doctors, nurses, 
hospitals, be patient with your 
family,” she said. “Recognize that 
the official recommendations they 
make are because we already see 
what’s happening in other places 
in the world, and we’re trying to 
preserve our community.

“Please don’t push back but 
accept that life is not what it was 
in January, and if we are to get 
through this with as little loss of 
life as possible, follow the guidance, 
follow the recommendations. They 
are to preserve the life of the entire 
community and also to preserve 
our life.”

Other stuff
(Continued from page 1)

Providing food
(Continued from page 1)

a student at Hoke High School 
about 10 years ago, participated 
in an evening of rowdy drinking 
with his buddies. He agreed to 
let one of them cut his hair with a 
battery-powered razor. One heavy 
stroke into the cut the batteries 
died. Rather than salvage it with 
a complete shaving, this young 
man opted to wear a woman’s wig 
to school for weeks until his hair 
grew back.

The humor of all this is one of 
two coping measures I take now 
that every aspect of life is sideways. 
The other is quietness.

Cue Rachmaninoff’s Vespers 
or sitting outside listening only 
to birds.

We’re not very good at quiet-
ness, but we need it more than ever.

Some of us have lost our jobs; 

others our health. All of us are 
stressing, because think about it: not 
a single aspect of life is the same as a 
month ago. Not our work, certainly 
not our play; not our friendships, our 
family life, or our routines.

We’ve all got to be patient with 
each other and definitely a little 
empathetic. Who knows the load 
any one of us is bearing?

I think it’s worthwhile to spend 
a few minutes, say, looking at 
memes—my favorite so far is 
“Go ahead and pronounce the L 
in salmon. Nothing matters any 
more”—or whatever pastime 
brings you a laugh (shout out to 
reruns of The Office). 

But it’s more necessary than ever 
to get quiet, take a walk, and build 
some reserves of patience. To gather 
some strength so we can help each 
other as this thing gets even uglier.

By Catharin Shepard

Staff writer

Even as North Carolina Gov. 
Roy Cooper issued executive 
orders closing schools, banning 
large gatherings and shutting 
down some businesses, there was 
a matter he couldn’t address from 
his office: car inspections.

Yearly required vehicle inspec-
tions and the fines for people who 
don’t keep their vehicle registra-
tion up to date – even in the middle 
of a pandemic – are still in effect, 
according to state officials.

That’s because the rules 
governing vehicle registration 
are on the books as part of 
North Carolina’s state law, and 
it would take an act of the state 
General Assembly to change 
the law. The governor and even 
the N.C. Department of Motor 
Vehicles can’t waive the inspec-
tion requirement or any fines 
incurred, according to Steve 
Abbott, assistant director of 
communications for the N.C. 
Department of Transportation.

“Neither the DMV or the 
Governor have the legal author-
ity to extend expiration deadlines 
or waive late fees. They are part 
of state law, so that can only be 
handled by the General Assembly, 
which we will work with regard-
ing those issues as soon as it meets 
later this month,” Abbott wrote in 
an email.

Asked about the situation, 
Hoke County Sheriff Hubert 
Peterkin said in a message that 

people “can still take care of those 
needed things.” Car inspection 
stations and vehicle repair shops 
are still open across the state. They 
are considered “essential” busi-
nesses that can continue to work 
during the stay-at-home order if 
they choose to do so.

State lawmakers could po-
tentially change the law, waive 
the fines or take other action to 
address the situation. Hoke’s 
official in the North Carolina 
House of Representatives, Rep. 
Garland Pierce, confirmed 
Monday that’s where things 
stand.

For now, Abbott said, there 
are a few options for how people 
can still comply with the law 
while maintaining social dis-
tancing.

Some inspection stations are 
already using disinfectant to wipe 
down surfaces that workers had to 
touch to conduct the inspection. 
Drivers can also bring their own 
disinfectant to do a wipe-down 
afterward. Once the inspection 
is done the owner can renew 
online at www.ncdot.gov/dmv or 
through the regular mail without 
having to go in person to a license 
plate agency.

The best thing is to call first 
and ask what each inspection 
station is doing, and pick the one 
that meets the customer’s needs, 
Abbott said.

The state shut down all DMV 
offices that couldn’t provide 
enough spacing for customers to 
stay six feet apart.

Car inspections 
still due for now

So far the group has delivered 
about 350 bags of groceries and 
a few household items to over 
100 families in Hoke County. 
The organization plans to repeat 
the distribution at least twice 
more this month, providing food 
for upwards of 400 families, 
Drewry said. 

“We’ve been able to part-
ner with Sysco Food, Second 
Harvest (Food Bank), Angel’s 
Kitchen and other community 
leaders and business owners to 
provide the products for them 
to package in grocery bags, 
and then go out and find effec-
tive ways of distributing these 
bags,” she said.

The organization worked 
with local service agencies to 
identify families that need food 
assistance. Many families are 
facing unemployment or loss 
of work hours due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

A mother and daughter 
team, Claudia Perez and Sophia 
Perez of Fayetteville, founded 
Noonday Kitchen after Hur-
ricane Matthew and Hurricane 
Florence. They saw how much 
people struggled in the af-
termath of those storms and 
wanted to find a way to help.

“Claudia noticed when all 
these hurricanes come through, 
people are displaced and don’t 
have a way to get food,” Dre-
wry said.

The Perez family started 
Angel’s Kitchen in Fayetteville, 

and Noonday Kitchen grew out 
of that project to help serve a 
wider number of people. The 
501c3 registered nonprofit 
launched in November 2019.

Noonday Kitchen is cur-
rently focused on helping meet 
needs in Hoke County due to the 
coronavirus. The group wanted 
to reach out to under-served 
areas to provide support.

Organizers with the non-
profit also plan to launch a food 
truck to provide hot meals.

Noonday Kitchen also plans 
to partner this summer with 
Hoke County Schools and the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture’s Summer Food 
Service program to offer break-
fast and lunch to children up 
to age 18. 

The organization is still ac-
cepting money donations to help 
further its efforts. They’ve had 
to stop accepting nonperishable 
food donations for the moment 
due to concerns over spreading 
COVID-19, Drewry said.

“In order to stay as clean and 
healthy as we can have stopped 
taking food donations, but will 
take financial donations,” she 
said. Local donations will stay 
right here in the community, 
Drewry added.

“Anything given in Hoke 
County will stay in Hoke 
County,” she said.

The easiest way to donate 
to Noonday Kitchen is online 
through the group’s website, 
noondaykitchen.org.

DAY OF WEEK AREAS COVERED APPT. TIMES
Monday - Friday Hoke County 3 AM - 7 PM
Monday Moore County 8 AM - 3 PM
 Chapel Hill/Duke 8 AM - 2 PM
Tuesday Cumberland County 8 AM - 3 PM
Wednesday Moore County 8 AM - 3 PM
Thursday Cumberland County  8 AM - 3 PM
 Chapel Hill/Duke 8 AM - 2 PM
Friday Robeson County 8 AM - 3 PM
 Scotland County 8 AM - 3 PM

H.A.T.S.
HOKE AREA TRAnSIT SERVICE

P.O. Box 977, Raeford, nC 28376
(910) 875-8696

Information needed 
when scheduling a ride 
includes the following:

Your contact info 
(full name, phone number 

& address) 
Date & time of appointment
Destination name & address

Call 
(910) 875-8696 to: 

COnFIRM 
a reservation

or CAnCEl 
a reservation

Inform the office that 
you’re ready to go home

Update information 
  (phone number or address)

All reservations must be re-

ceived by 11 AM one business day 

prior to the appointment date.
Passengers with appointments 

within Hoke County must be ready 

1-1/2 hours prior to their appoint-

ment. Passengers with medical ap-

pointments out of Hoke County will 

be notified the day before their ap-

pointment with what time to be 

ready.
All Medicaid recipients must call 

DSS at (910) 878-4041 to schedule 

for medical transportation (we can-

not take Medicaid appointments 

directly).
Passengers over the age of 60 

should call Senior Services at (910) 

875-8588 to check for availability.

donations needed! 
•Bleach •Dish Soap
•Liquid Hand Soap
•Paper Products
•Diaper
  Wipes 

To help supply child care facilities who are 
providing crucial care for children of essential 
workers. If you can spare any of these things, 
please call the Hoke County Partnership 

for Children and Families Quality 
Enhancement Program at 910-904-5452.
Drop-off or pick-up can be arrangeD.

Reaching 2,600 Homes 
Weekly 

oil & lp gas

aTToRNEYs
Debbie G. Baker 
Attorney At Law

Auto Accidents, Traffic, 
Criminal Defense, Civil
 Call 910-904-5585 or 
910-229-9280 for help 

24 hours a day. 
Email: 

Dbakerattorney@aol.com
 Website: 

www.debbiebakerlaw.com

EYE CaRE
Raeford Eye Clinic

•Total Eye Care 
•Treatment of eye diseases 

•Eyewear
Dr. Tom Inman

404 S. Main St.
Raeford

910-875-5114 

HEaTiNg/ aiR
CoNDiTioNiNg

auTomoTivE

Duck’s Simple 
Automotive
•Used/New tires

•Auto Repair
*Timing belt/Tune-up

*Brakes
*Ball joints, tire rods

Services
313 S. Magnolia Street

Raeford
910-848-2229

Raeford Oil 
Company

•LP Gas
 •Diesel  

•Home Heat
609 W. Prospect Ave.

Raeford
910-875-4151

Comfort Heating 
& Air

“Your Local Source for 
Total Comfort”

No point calling out 
of town companies.
Financing Available

Visa
Mastercard

Office 910-904-5760           

Service 
Directory

 Call sue ogas at 

910-875-2121 

to place your ad.

$10 per week 

(miNimum 4 WEEKs)

floRisT

Raeford Flowers & 
Gifts, LLC

“Your Hometown Florist”
133 Harris Ave.

Raeford
910-354-3540

www.raefordflowers.com
Veteran Owned 

& Operated
“A Name You Can Trust”

Southmoore Heating 
& Cooling, Inc.

Sales, Service, 
Quality Installations 
Financing Available

Certified YORK Dealer
 24 hour emergency service 

•Credit cards accepted.
910-281-4567 or
1-800-682-9276

McNeill Oil & 
Propane

641 W. Prospect Ave. 
•Propane •Fuel Oil 

•Kerosene •Diesel Fuel 
•Gasoline •Motor Oil 
•Greases •Oxygen 

•Acetylene Cylinders 
•Welding Supplies 
Call 910-875-3596

soCial sECuRiTY
Your Social Security 

Disability Denied!
Good Service Provided

Free Consultation
Over 25 Years of Experience 
Working With Social Security 

Disability Claims
Call Carl Rhodes, Esq.

1-800-391-5106 or 
910-822-8418

www.need-disability.com or 
email: legaleaggle53@nc.rr.com

Most Major Insurances 
Accepted

Military &  
Senior Citizen Discounts 

On OTC Products

Drive-thru 
Window

415 Harris Ave.
Raeford

(910) 875-6111

pHARMAcy 
& gIfts

Like our 
facebook page

9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Saturday
CLOSED SUNDAY

Vaccines Offered 

Here!

•Home Medical Supplies
•Diabetic Supplies

•Medical Equipment

www.barbeepharmacy.com

Order Refills

Online
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Hoke cases
(Continued from page 1)
separately traveled to New York in 
early March, and have recovered

• A man who caught the virus 
in New York and also infected his 
pregnant wife, they are doing well

• A patient who became ill March 
24 and received a positive test result 
Friday, and has already recovered

• A contractor on Fort Bragg who 
was tested at Womack and has two 
colleagues on Fort Bragg who are 
also sick, who is doing well 

• A veteran who tested positive 
at the VA medical center, who is 
isolated and doing well

Since March 3, the state has 
identified more than 3,200 known 
cases of the illness across all of North 
Carolina. By Tuesday afternoon, 46 
people in the state had died of causes 
related to COVID-19. Another 354 
people with the infectious disease 
remained hospitalized in North 
Carolina. Health officials had identi-
fied cases of COVID-19 in 90 out 
of North Carolina’s 100 counties.

Hoke County Emergency Man-
agement continues working with 
local health providers to make 
sure they have personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and other supplies, 
coordinator Andrew Jacobs said 
Monday. Emergency Management 
is also working to prepare for an 
anticipated “surge” in the number 
of cases, forecast to hit the state later 
this month.

“We’re working with all of our 
partners – our EMS, firefighters, 
first responders, and our hospital 
partners both Cape Fear Valley 
Hoke and FirstHealth. Aside from 
that we’ve been preparing for the 
surge everyone’s been talking 
about,” Jacobs said. “We’ve looked 
at toward the end of April for that 
to be the week when we can really 
expect to see COVID-19, not only in 
Hoke County but in North Carolina, 
start to bring more patients into the 
hospitals, start seeing more positive 
cases, and we want to make sure 
we have those resources as much 
as possible inside Hoke County so 
we’re not behind the gun when that 
happens.”

PPE is a “huge commodity ev-
erywhere” at the moment, Jacobs 
said. The county department has 
been getting PPE and other supplies 
like disinfectant from a variety of 
sources, including North Carolina 
Emergency Management and pri-
vate vendors. The state only received 
about a third of the supplies it re-
quested from the Strategic National 
Stockpile before the stockpile’s 
reserves ran out due to the demand 

from across the country, North 
Carolina Emergency Management 
Director Mike Sprayberry said last 
week in a press conference.

“We are being strategic with our 
reuse of masks and things we can 
reuse and give some longevity to 
the response with the PPE we have 
in hand,” Jacobs said.

Hospitals and officials are look-
ing at the possible surge from dif-
ferent angles to try and prepare for 
what could happen.

“If we have this inundation of 
patients, we’re going to have to take 
care of our normal patients that might 
have broken an arm or had a heart 
attack, the emergencies that happen 
every day,” Jacobs said. “Those 
people still need hospital care and 
we’re going to be filling our hospitals 
also with COVID-19 patients…so 
we need to make sure we have ample 
space with isolation and all those 
different things, and account for if 
and when it does happen.”

The situation is something that’s 
changing day to day, and officials 
are working hard to keep on top of 
things, Jacobs said.

“This emergency, this incident 
is being very fluid. We’re seeing 
a lot of different things come out, 
whether it be directives from the 
CDC, executive orders, things from 
our local officials our governor and 
our president, but what we also 
have to remain mindful of here in 
Hoke County is other disasters still 
go on, other events are able to hap-
pen,” he said.

With hurricane season starting in 
a few months, the department is also 
preparing to be ready to respond to 
any storms that come through North 
Carolina.

Everyday life changes
Hoke County, like the rest of 

the state, remains under Gov. Roy 
Cooper’s stay-at-home executive 
order until at least April 30. Under 
the order, most people should stay 
at home except to perform essential 
work, buy food or medicine or to 
provide care for another person.

Hoke County and city of Raeford 
government offices remain open but 
have locked their doors to the public, 
with some departments operating 
by appointment only. For a full list 
of local department updates, visit 
the county’s website at readyhoke.
org. The city is posting updates at 
raefordcity.gov.

Schools are out until at least May 
15. Hoke County Schools continues 
providing mobile learning and 
meals delivered to bus stops across 

the county.
Many businesses are shut down 

due to the governor’s executive 
orders, and unemployment claims 
across the state topped 300,000 in 
just a few weeks, putting a strain on 
the benefits application system. Offi-
cials urged people facing unemploy-
ment to apply for unemployment 
insurance. Even people who are still 
employed but have lost hours at work 
due to COVID-19 may qualify for 
support under amended guidelines 
the governor put in place during the 
emergency.

Many churches have postponed 
services, or are trying different meth-
ods to stay in contact with congrega-
tions. Hoke Sheriff Hubert Peterkin 
posted a Facebook video last week 
to ask citizens not to participate even 
in parking lot services in order to 
comply with the stay-at-home order. 
Peterkin suggested church leaders 
use video streams instead.

Helping out
Businesses in Hoke County have 

stepped up to help out. Last week, 
Butterball donated more than $2,400 
in PPE supplies to FirstHealth of the 
Carolinas, Cape Fear Valley Health 
and Autumn Care in Raeford. Hoke 
County officials helped coordinate 
the donation.

Trish Salvadia, complex safety 
manager for Butterball, said em-
ployees acted quickly when the 
company got the request for dona-
tions of PPE.

“We have great people, great 
support. As soon as the call came 
in, we just got right on it and made 
sure we could contribute in some 
way to the county,” Salvadia said 
last Wednesday during a press 
conference.

The products included gloves, 
masks and gowns. The Hoke 
County Board of Commission-
ers thanked the company for the 
donation.

“We believe that our citizens 
are number one. We want to keep 
them safe and do all that we can 
to keep them safe,” Commission 
Chairman James Leach said. “This 
donation comes from Butterball, it 
is a blessing for Hoke County and 
it’s an honor for us to be able to 
have this donation come from one 
of our local businesses. When the 
time comes, everyone knows to step 
up. That is a great thing.”

Dr. Roxie Wells, president of 
Cape Fear Valley’s Hoke hospital, 
and Tara Ledford, FirstHealth of 
the Carolinas director of corporate 
communications, accepted the do-

nations on behalf of the hospitals. 
A representative from Autumn 
Care was also present to accept 
the donation.

This week, Mountaire Farms in 
Lumber Bridge donated more than 
11,000 pounds of chicken to help 
feed first responders and nurses 
and doctors. (See the story, page 3.)

Nonprofits, county departments 
and caring individuals have also 
stepped up by providing meals 
and support to those affected by 
the virus outbreak. 

Additionally, to help assist 
individuals during the crisis, the 
governor issued an executive order 
temporarily banning utility compa-
nies including electric, gas, water 
and sewer providers from shutting 
off services due to nonpayment. 
Several providers including Hoke 
County, Raeford, Duke Energy and 
Lumbee River EMC had already 
pledged to temporarily halt cutoffs. 
Those bills still accrue and must 
be paid.

Hoke gets a D- in social 
distancing

Data from cell phone activity 
showed Hoke’s residents haven’t 
been cutting back on their move-
ment enough during the stay-at-
home order, according to unacast.
com. Unacast created an online 
“scoreboard” map comparing 
communities’ activity before and 
after COVID-19. All of North 
Carolina earned a grade of D- this 
week, with only a 20-40 percent 
decrease in average mobility 
based on distance traveled. That 
represents a less than 55 percent 
decrease in non-essential visits, 
earning the county’s citizens an 
F in that category, according to 
the website.

Some counties in North Caro-
lina like Watauga and Swain 
earned better grades, while others 
like Durham County where the 
outbreak sickened more people 
earned grades in the C to B- range.

Google broke down the num-
bers further in a mobility report 
based on cell phone data. From 
February 16 to March 29, Hoke 
saw a decrease of 14 percent in 
movement around retail and recre-
ation and a decrease of 29 percent 
in movement around workplaces, 
according to the data. Meanwhile, 
the amount of time spent at home 
went up by about 14 percent, and 
time spent at grocery stores and 
pharmacies went up by about 
three percent.

Childcare providers in Hoke 
County are working hard to stay 
open and provide crucial care to 
the children of essential workers, 
according to the Hoke County Part-
nership for Children and Families.  

“If those child care providers 
were not able to do their jobs, then 
health care providers, grocery store 
workers, law enforcement officers, 
and other essential workers would 
not be able to do their jobs,” the 
Partnership said in a press release 
this week.

Jean Squier, executive director 
of Hoke County Partnership for 
Children and Families, said child-
care providers are stretched by the 
emergency situation.

“Child care providers are feeling 
the strain of this pandemic just like 
the rest. They are having difficulty 
finding some items critical to car-
ing for children,” Squier said in a 
statement.

“How can you help? You can 
donate some of the supplies they 

need to remain open:  bleach, dish 
soap, liquid hand soap, digital ther-
mometers, diaper wipes, and paper 
products like paper towels, toilet 
paper, paper plates, and small dis-
posable cups. We will be collecting 
these items and distributing them to 
child care providers who need them 
throughout the month of April.”  

Essential workers who need 
help finding or paying for childcare 
throughout the crisis should call 
1-888-600-1685. You will be con-
nected with a referral specialist with 
current information on childcare 
facilities in our area. 

“As always, my staff and I are 
available to assist with any ques-
tions that arise regarding childcare,” 
Squier said.

Donations can be dropped off 
at 1089 East Central Avenue, or 
call (910) 904-5452 to arrange for 
pick-up. The Hoke County Partner-
ship for Children and Families is a 
non-profit agency. All donations are 
tax-deductible. 

Childcare working to stay 
open, seeks donations

A local effort to help veterans 
enjoy hunting is facing problems 
after a woman on an ATV apparently 
caused damaged to the property, 
according to Hoke resident Seth 
Waggoner.

Waggoner and his group work 
with veterans’ organizations across 
the state to connect with veterans and 
help them get to participate in hunt-
ing trips. They had leased property in 
Hoke County in preparation for deer 
season this year, only to have ATV 
riders tear up the property. 

“Somebody went out there and 
snatched our gate out of the ground,” 
Waggoner said. Someone tore up 
the handicapped parking area on 
the ATV, and did other damage as 

well. The total damages over the 
last 90 days cost about $3,000, and 
it’s caused a setback to the efforts.

“With stuff like this happening 
it’s kind of putting a hindrance on 
it,” Waggoner said.

They’ve checked with people in 
the area, but so far no one has come 
forward with information. Wag-
goner even captured trail cam video 
of a woman on an ATV damaging 
the property, he said.

Waggoner contacted the Hoke 
County Sheriff’s Office, but said 
that so far, nothing has come of fil-
ing several reports on the problems. 
For now the group can’t schedule 
any hunts until the property is 
repaired.

Woman on ATV spoils 
veterans hunting program

A study by the University of 
Texas at Austin, quoted in The 
New York Times, estimates Hoke 
County has a 95 percent chance of 
community spread of the virus—
an epidemic, they say.

A team of health researchers 
with Duke University, the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and other entities released a 

forecast model of hospital capac-
ity this week that encouraged the 
state to continue social distanc-
ing measures to further slow the 
spread of COVID-19. Continuing 
with the precautions could help 
prevent hospitals from being 
slammed with an incapacitating 
surge of sick patients needing 
intensive care.
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